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The Ink of the ulema is dearer (afdalu) than the blood of the shuhadi’. Al-Khatib said it is forged.® Al-
Zarkashi mentioned it and said it was a saying of al-Hasan al-Basri.? It is also narrated from the Prophet £ in
the wording:

“The ink of the ulema was weighed against the blood of the shuhadi’ and outweighed it.”
Al-Sakhawi said Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr narrated it from Abi al-Darda’ ¥, from the Prophet &z, as follows:

‘On the Day of Resurrection, the ink of the scholars will be weighed against the blood of the shuhadia’
and outweigh it.”

Al-Khatib in his 7arikh narrated from Nafi‘, from Ibn ‘Umar C, from the Prophet &:
“The ink of the ulema was weighed against the blood of the shuhadi’ and outweighed it.”

Its chain contains Muhammad ibn [al-Hasan al-Qatayi‘T]* who was accused of forgery. However, the meaning
is true because the usefulness of the blood of the shahidis confined to him while the usefulness of the scholar’s
pen benefits others and is enduring.®

1 As did al-Dhahabi (Mizin 3:517) and Ahmad al-Ghumari but al-Sim“ni narrates it [1] from Abti Hurayra % in Adab al-Imli’
wal-Istimla’ (p. 162) with a chain of narrators all used by Muslim in his S247h and al-‘Traqi said in his major 7akhrij of the
Ihya* “This hadith with the chain [2] from al-Nu‘min ibn Bashir C [in Ibn al-Jawzi’s 7/a/ and Tarikh Jurjin] is good and fair
(Jayyid hasan)” as cited in the Ryadh edition of al-Dhahabi’s Talkhis al-Tlal al-Mutanahiya (p. 35 n. 1). The chains that are
very weak are those [3] from Aba al-Darda’ in Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr; [4] Ibn ‘Umar C in al-Khatib’s 74rikh Baghdid (2:193), Ibn
al—Jawzi’s Tlal al-Mutanahiya (1:71), Ibn al-Najjar’s 7arikh, and al-Daylami with various chains, the latter through ‘Abd al-
‘Aziz ibn Abi Rawwad from Nafi‘ [Ibn Hibban said in a/-Majrihin (2:136): “‘Abd al-°Aziz] narrates undoubted forgeries from
Nafi’]; and [5] ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr C in Ibn al-Jawzi. The hadith is also narrated [6] from ‘Tmran ibn Husayn by Abd al-
‘Abbas al-Marhabi in Fadl al-7lm, [7] Anas by al-Shirazi, and [8] Ibn ‘Abbas by Ibn al-Najjar cf. al-Suytti in a/-Durr al-
Manthiir and Kanz al-Ummil. As for those that claim that this hadith contradicts the verse €Those of the believers who sit
still, other than those who have a (disabling) hurt, are not on an equality with those who strive in the way of Allah with their
wealth and lives) (4:95) then such objectors are devoid of the ethics of the Ulema and it is normal they should compare them
to people that sit still and do not strive in the way of Allah with their wealth and lives. Rather, the Ulema are the fiercest and
most selfless fighters in His path as can be gleaned from Abt Ghudda’s book Safahat min Sabr 3[— ‘Ulama’ and As‘ad al-Khatib’s
al-Butilatu wal-Fidi’ ‘inda al-Siafiyya.

2 As narrated by the Abii Ya“qiib Ishaq ibn Ibrahim al-Manjaniqi al-Baghdadi in Riwayat al-Kibar an al-Sighar and as stated by
al-Sakhawi in the Maqasid (p. 377), al-Samhudi in Jawahir al-‘Aqdayn fi Fadl al-Sharatayn Sharaf al-‘llmi wal-Nasab (p. 40),
Mar al-Karmi in a/-Fawa’id al-Mawdi‘a (p. 107), al-Shawkani in a/-Fawa’id al-Majmi‘a (p. 287), al-Suyati, al-"Ajlani, al-
Fattani, and others.

3In Jami‘ Bayan Fadl al-Tlm (1:150) through the Qadi of Mawsil, Isma‘il ibn Abi Ziyad al-Zakani, whom Ibn Hibban called
an arch-liar (dajjal).

4 Corrupted to “Muhammad ibn Jafar” in the mss. and corrected from al-Khatib.

® It is fairer to say that the usefulness of both the scholar and the shahid is immense and benefits as many and as long as Allah
wills.



